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2025 Working Group Idea
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An innovation-
focused organization 
that functions as “the 
glue” in the 
advanced energy 
economy



A Story Of Four People
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The Problem
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Minnesota Losing Ground
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SmartThings Example
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Spark Example
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75F Example
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What This Organization Could Do
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1. Play point on federal grants 
2. Help coordinate pilot projects
3. Engage industry and cities
4. Act on future trends
5. Connects stakeholders to more resources



The Opportunity
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JCESR Example: $120 Million from DOE
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Sample Organizations: Chicago
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These organizations have 
attracted and created: 

1. New funding

2. Energy industry events

3. Corporate partnerships

4. Talent retention and 
attraction

5. National and global 
relationships



Minnesota Has The Potential
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We are lucky to have:

1. Top 3 per capita 
Fortune 500 presence

2. Innovative 
policymakers

3. Great natural 
resources

4. Strong universities



What’s Missing in Minnesota?
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An innovation-
focused organization 
that functions as “the 
glue” in the 
advanced energy 
economy



Why Energy And Why Now?
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Designing A Great Future
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Global population is 
skyrocketing

 Per person income 
growth is increasing

 Future technology 
will be transformative



A Cautionary Tale
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"There is no reason anyone would want a computer in their home."
Ken Olsen, founder of Digital Equipment Corporation, 1977



How Can We Do This?
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Near-Term Actions Steps
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1. Best Practices And Business Model
2. Map Key Stakeholders
3. Phase 1 Milestones
4. Phase 1 Seed Funding 
5. Get a “Win”


