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Who is Cleantech Open? 

We are a global cleantech innovation catalyst helping organizations capitalize 
on the world’s greatest resource, environmental, and economic opportunities   

How we catalyze: 
1. Accelerate emerging businesses in structured programs and events 
2. Partner with local, regional, and national organizations  
3. Function as a “Connector” in local and regional communities  
4. Provide customized solutions for corporations and governments 
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Customized 
Solutions 

- Corporations 
- Government agencies 
- Investors 
- Trade organizations 

What We Do 

Events 
- 100+ events per year 
- 7 major events  
- 20+ host cities in U.S.  
- 5,000+ attendees  

Company 
Acceleration 
- Start-ups 
- Emerging businesses 
- U.S. and internationally 

CONNECT PARTNER 
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• 1-1 Mentoring 
- Generalists, Specialists, Sustainability 
- Database across nation 

• Training Programs 
- National academies on the coast 
- Virtual webinar series  
- Regional workshops in 10+ cities 

• Access to Capital 
- VC, angel and strategic investors 
- Investor & Partner Connect 

• Showcasing 
- Regional Summits 
- Global Forum 

• Press Exposure 
- Future360.tv partnership 
- Regional and national press coveragets 

Cleantech Open Company Acceleration 
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Events:  Midwest Innovation Summit in MN (Oct 27-28) 
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Cleantech Open Sectors  

Energy 
Generation 
 

 Energy 
Efficiency 

Agriculture,  
Water & Waste 

 

Energy Distribution  
& Storage 

 

Chemicals & 
Advanced Materials 

Information & 
Communication 
Technology 

Green Building 

Transportation 
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Midwest Cleantech Open At A Glance 

• Founded as a division within the larger national 
501c3 entity in 2010 and now spans two regions  

• Graduated 70+ start-ups including two grand prize 
winners since 2010 

• Divisional sponsor list includes Dow Ventures, GM 
Ventures, Faegre Baker Daniels, True North 
Ventures, NextEnergy, Wells Fargo, Energy 
Foundry, University of Phoenix, Future360.tv, 
Yellowblu, and Chevron 

• Midwest divisional headquarters in Minneapolis at 
co-working space, CoCo Minneapolis 

• Second location in Chicago at new cleantech-
focused work space, Coalition 
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Cleantech Open Accelerator Results 

Companies Graduated 
• 800+ nationally since 2006 
• 70+ in Midwest Central and Midwest North 

Alumni Results 
• ~$1 Billion raised, 2,500+ jobs, 250 patents 
• Greater than 50% still viable, 5x the average! 

Support Network 
• More than 1,000 professional volunteers 
• Mentors available across the nation 
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Cleantech Open Innovation Ecosystem 

            

 Networking with other thought leaders 

 Technology sourcing 

 Trend awareness 

 Client and partner development 

 Access to workforce talent 

 Employee development platform 

 Speaking and panel opportunities 

 Branding (local, regional, national) 

 Event access (100+ annually) 

 Support for CSR/Sustainability initiatives 

 Fun and hands-on volunteer roles for employees 
(mentor, judge, workshop expert, committees) 

 Advisory services 

Emerging 
Companies 

Government 
(City, State &  

Federal) 

Professional 
Investors  

Universities 

National 
Labs/Demo 

Partners 

Corporations 

Trade Partners 

Committees 
Mentors, Judges, Advisors 

Service 
Providers 

Utilities 



SheerWind’s Mission: 
To provide affordable, clean  
electrical power to anyone, anywhere. 



How? 

• SheerWind’s INVELOX technology 
increases the capacity of wind by 
concentrating wind. 

• INVELOX applies hydro-power principles to 
wind for greater output while placing 
turbine/generators safely at ground level.  

• This process of capturing, concentrating, 
and accelerating wind energy transforms 
wind into a reliable, base-load power source.  

SheerWind.com 



Capacity of Wind 

18–50%  
TRADTIONAL WIND 

 

70–90% INVELOX 

Typical Weibull Distribution of Wind Speed 
 

10%                 70%                           20% 
Concentrated Wind 



How INVELOX Works 

Wind Capacity 
70–90% 

SheerWind.com 

WIND Speeds  
 as Low as 
1mph 



INVELOX vs Traditional Wind Turbine 

SheerWind.com 



INVELOX Performance 
Energy Production Improvement 



INVELOX Provides Affordable Clean Energy 

Markets 

Utility Scale:$400 Billion 

Buildings Operations:$900 Billion 

Emergency Mobile:$50 Billion     
Image the Possibilities 
Industrial Parks 
Urban Buildings 
Commercial Buildings 
Water Towers 
Cellular Towers 
 
 

     
       

       

Retrofit Wind Towers 
Retrofit Smokestacks 
Farms/Silos 
Retail Stores 
Rural Communities 
 

Islands/Offshore 
Off-grid Locations 
Rapid Deployment 
Emergency Power 
Military & FEMA 
Emergency Medical 
 Sheerwind.com 



Global Sales Pipeline 

SheerWind.com 



Milestones 
Milestones 

Year 
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

1 

• Feasibility 
• Build Team 
• Supply Chain 
• Validation 
• Field Test 
• Demo Unit 

2 

 
•Commercialize 
•First Sales Ramp 
•Raise A Round   
 

3 
 
•Build Team 
•Increase Sales 

4 • Grow Core Sales 
• New Products  

Sales ($Millions) 
Forecasted 

0.0 0.05 4.5 13.0 20.3 44.1 80.4 111.3 132.3 234.9 

Cash Flow After Tax 
($Millions) Forecasted 

(1.6) (0.5) (1.9) 1.7 3.7 8.6 16.8 25.3 34.9 67.6 

Investors: Founder, Management, Board, Partners, & Angels 

  $5M A Round 

 Increase Licensing & Turn-Key Revenue  

 Ramp Sales with Global Pipeline 

$3.2M Seed Raised  

Grow Core Sales & New Products 

Use to Convert Pipeline to Sales & B/E 2015  2H14 

Legal Disclaimer: SheerWind does not guarantee the accuracy of the information provided nor is obligated to update this information. 
Any forecasted information is based on the judgment of the SW, and actual results may vary from information presented. 



Dr. Daryoush Allaei PE  
Founder, Chief Executive Officer 
25 years of Technology & Business 
Development, 20 US Patents &  
15 International Patents,  
MSME, Ph.D., Purdue University 
 
Mark Borman  
Chief Financial Officer 
Startup, Private Equity,  
IPO, Public Companies 

 
 

Col. Steve Hill (Ret) 
Chief Operating Officer 
Former Chief of Staff  
for Army Corps of Engineers 

 

SheerWind Team 

Cyndi Lesher  
President  
Chief Administrative Officer 
Former President NSP/Xcel Energy 

 
Mohan Natarajan  
VP Corporate Development  
Former Senior finance executive  
at ExxonMobil and MD at investment  
firm LN Holdings 
 
 
 

Carla Scholz 
VP Marketing &  
Communications 
Owner CCScholz Design Group 
 

SheerWind.com 





DSM INSIGHTS 

Who has time to search through regulatory filings? 
Benchmark program performance in seconds! 



MYMETER 



SMART ENERGY IN OFFICES 

Energy Use 
Feedback 

and 
Benchmarkin

g  

Key Stakeholder 
Engagement 

Energy 
Management 

Team 
Formation 

and Support 

Occupant-
Centric 

Behavioral 
Campaigns 

Office Worker/ 
Community 

Engagement 

Recognition/ 
Achievement

/  
Competition 

Best 
Practice 
Sharing 

Building Opertaor 
Support 

Operator-
Centric 

Operational 
Campaigns 



THANK YOU! 
 

 

 
Zack Tamble 

651-587-5486 

zack@quadroi.com 

@ztamble 
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Cleantech Open Innovation Ecosystem 

            

Emerging 
Companies 

Government 
(City, State &  

Federal) 

Professional 
Investors  

Universities 

National 
Labs/Demo 

Partners 

Corporations 

Trade Partners 

Committees 
Mentors, Judges, Advisors 

Service 
Providers 

Utilities 



John Balbach 
Midwest Cleantech Open 
Phone: 269.615.5798 
Email: jbalbach@cleantechopen.org 
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